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PCORI = Leading Funder of CER in U.S.
CER =  Comparative clinical effectiveness research 

Key Features of Funded 
Research & Research-Related 
Projects
• Engages patients and partners 

throughout research process

• Compares at least 2 health 
treatments, services or practices

• Focuses on questions most important 
to patients and those caring for them

• Aims to produce evidence that can 
be applied in practice settings
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Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute
Engagement in Research

PATIENTS AND OTHER PARTNERS ARE INVOLVED IN…
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Phased Large Awards for Comparative Effectiveness Research
Large, meritorious, and innovative studies with some risks (Cycles 2 & 3)

Up to $22M 
for feasibility and 

full-scale study 
phases

2024 Research Award Funding Opportunities

Broad Pragmatic Studies
Investigator-initiated awards in alignment with the National Priorities for Health

Three funding categories 

1. Up to $5M
2. $5–12M

Methods
Improve use of AI and ML, Improve study design, Support data 

research networks, Ethical and human subject protections in CER

Up to $750K

Science of Engagement
Two funding categories: Development and validation of measures 

Development and testing of engagement techniques

1. Up to $1M
2. Up to$1.5M

Topical
Stakeholder-driven topics, issues, and questions of national significance

Variable

2025
Cycle opens

Dec 4, 2024

Apr 1, 2025

Aug 12, 2025

*All funds and timeline noted above are subject to change 4

https://www.pcori.org/research/putting-evidence-work/pcori-dissemination-and-implementation-funding-initiatives


Cycle 1 2024: Up to $12M

• Special Area of Emphasis

1. Promoting Sleep Health

2. Improving Health and Quality of Life in Down Syndrome

3. Improving Care Delivery

Cycle 2 2024: Broad Pragmatic Studies PFA

• Special Area of Emphasis

1. Improving Health and Quality of Life in Down Syndrome

IDD Funding Announcements
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Awards announced: 
November 2024

Awards announced: 
April 2025



2024 Engagement Award Funding Opportunities

Engagement Award: Capacity Building

Objective: Support projects that help communities increase their ability
 to participate across all phases of CER

Engagement Award: Dissemination Initiative

Objective: Support projects to help communities and organizations plan 
for or actively bring pertinent PCORI-funded research findings 

to their specific audiences

Engagement Award: Stakeholder Convening Support

Objective: Convene stakeholders to explore critical issues related to CER
and/or communicate PCORI-funded research findings to targeted end users

$300,000
Up to 2 years

$300,000
Up to 2 years

$125,000
Up to 1 year

2025
Cycle opens

Jan 16, 2025

Jul 17, 2025

*All funds and timeline noted above are subject to change 6

https://www.pcori.org/research/putting-evidence-work/pcori-dissemination-and-implementation-funding-initiatives


PCORI IDD Portfolio
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• Transitions of Healthcare
• Mental Health
• Caregiver-Mediated 

Interventions 
• Sleep Health
• Down Syndrome
• Improving Care Delivery

• General IDD (28) 
• Autism (14)
• Cerebral Palsy (3)
• Down Syndrome (2)
• Rare Disease/IDD (10)

3 Evidence Synthesis
ADHD
Sleep

Mental Health57 Engagement awards 
funded 

($11 million)

30 CER awards funded 
($108 million)



@

www.pcori.org

@PCORI

/PCORInstitute

PCORI
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mwarren@pcori.org

Meghan Warren, Senior Program Officer

Questions
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